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Welcome to our half termly newsletters dedicated to Sport and Physical Activity at New Mills 

Primary School. The Newsletter will keep you up to date with results and reports from Interschool 

Sport competitions and include special reports from other activities and events which the children 

are involved in. For more photos about sport and physical activity please log on to the school Twitter 

account @newmillsprimary which can also be accessed from the home page of the school website. 

Scooter Duathlon 
Our first ever Sponsored Scooter Duathlon took place on our fantastic top playground in sunny 
(ish) weather. Every child had pre-selected a level of challenge to suit their ability – either Bronze, 
Silver or Gold. Year 3 were the first class to take part and it soon became apparent that the KS2 
Gold challenge was certainly that! 20 laps of scooting and 20 laps of running was hard work! As 
the morning progressed it was great to see all our children really pushing themselves to do their 
chosen number of laps. KS2 children worked in pairs and one counted whilst the other scooted. 
This worked well and enabled the children to have experience of working in a pair and recording 
scores.  
 
KS1 children completed their challenge in the afternoon – the hardest challenge for them and the 
teachers was making sure each child had the correct scooter and helmet on their head. The KS1 
laps were counted by a combination of Year 6 leaders, staff and volunteers. Thanks to everyone 
who helped especially Patty our only parent volunteer who ended up counting the laps for 6 
children at once! The KS1 children did a great job and worked really hard to complete their 
challenges – Gold for them was 10 laps of scooting and 10 laps of running.  
 
Thank you to all parents for bringing scooters to school and for sponsoring your children – we 
raised nearly £2,000 which is a fantastic result. 
 

 
 

 

 



Sportshall Athletics 
Sportshall Athletics is a great event for Primary age children to compete in because it combines 
the core skills of running, jumping and throwing which they can use in a range of other sporting 
disciplines. The New Mills Area Sportshall Athletics competition involved 18 children from each 
school from year 5 and 6. Each child took part in two field events and two track events. Field 
events included the standing long jump, speed bounce and vertical jump. We have introduced 
Sportshall athletics to PE lessons over the last two years and it has made a significant difference to 
the children’s ability to compete in this competition. Many of the jumps require good technique, 
something that can be practised and refined with coaching.  
 
In the New Mills competition our team was very strong – we won a resounding victory in both the 
girls and boys competition, with Hayfield second and Hague Bar third. This won us a place at the 
highly competitive High Peak Finals which took place in March. The event was run by an external 
Sportshall specialist and saw over 150 children take part. Our main competition at the event was 
Fairfield Primary School from Buxton who specialise in Sportshall Athletics and have won this 
event for the last few years. Our children performed brilliantly with many children bettering their 
scores from the previous round. There was a great atmosphere, and team support and we 
demonstrated great resilience and sportsmanship throughout. Well done kids! In the end we were 
only 20 points behind Fairfield and came second – a great result for our first High Peak final at this 
level – bring on next year! 
 
Well done to Isobel and Luke for being great Team Captains. Thank you to Jo B who was parent 
volunteer at both events and who ended up being Field Event Coach – we couldn’t have done it 
without you. 
 

 
 

Year 5 and 6 Key Steps Gymnastics 
Eleven schools from the High Peak took part in the Key Steps Gymnastics competition held at 
Glossop Leisure Centre. Children had to learn two routines and perform a vault. We are lucky 
enough to have a number of club gymnasts in year 5 and 6 this year and as such the standard of 
our team was strong. Unfortunatley the competition was also very strong and we ended up 5th 



with a score of 131.5 only 0.1 points behind 3rd and 1 point off first place! The event was won by 
Chinley with Burbage second. 

 
 

Netball 
We took two teams to the New Mills Area Netball competition which was held in the Leisure 
Centre due to bad weather. We had worked hard in the run up to the competition to make sure 
the children were ready for the event and understood the rules about positioning and position 
rotation. The children played really well and improved their Netball skills as the afternoon went 
on. Congratulations to St Mary’s who not only won the competition but who showed how good a 
standard of Netball can be played at Primary level. They run a year round Netball after school club 
and it shows in their standard of play. St Marys’ went on to win the High Peak Netball finals the 
following week – well done! For any girls who are keen to continue with Netball outside of school, 
we suggest that they try the Friday evening Netball sessions at the Leisure Centre which are run 
by Katy Evans (The St Mary’s coach). It would be great to see more girls playing Netball. 
 

 
 



 

Year 3 and 4 Dodgeball 
 
This was the first year where there has been a Year 3 and 4 level Dodgeball competition. 
Dodgeball is a very accessible game which is easy to play and the competition worked on a 
rotation basis with teams playing Dodgeball all afternoon. Our year 3 and 4 teams had not played 
much Dodgeball before but we went to the competition for some experience and to try a new 
sport. The competition was pretty tough with strong teams from Thornsett and Hayfield and 
ultimately we came 9th and 10th in the overall standings. Congratulations to Thornsett who won 
the event and well done to Jake and Orson who were our team captains. Our children behaved in 
a very sportsmanlike way all afternoon and tried their best throughout – we couldn’t ask for 
more! 

 
 

KS1 Ball Skills 
Six children from Year 1 took part in the Key Stage 1 Ball Skills Festival held at the Fairfield 
Centre in Buxton. The children took part in a range of ball related games and activities, 
our favourite being splat the bug in the squash courts. 100% effort from everyone all 
morning and great behaviour – well done. 
 

 
 



 

Mapquest Glossop 
We have been attending Mapquest events for nearly 4 years now and we have had some 
fairly horrible weather in the past! – wet, windy, one day even snow but the April 
Mapquest event held at Manor Park in Glossop was warm and sunny – hurray! We arrived 
early and had our picnic in the park whilst waiting for the other schools to arrive. Ten 
schools from around the High Peak took part and the event included different courses for 
KS1 and KS2 teams. The children had 30 minutes to find as many checkpoints around the 
park as possible. They worked independently with teachers hovering around to help those 
looking lost or confused. The children did brilliantly and showed some great teamwork, 
staying together and following the map carefully. It was great to see their hard work 
rewarded with our KS1 team winning a gold medal and our year 3 team winning a silver 
medal.  

 
 

Girls Kwick Cricket 
Because of the bad weather last spring we were unable to play the girls cricket 
tournament outside and so for the first time we trialled an indoor format. This format was 
very successful and so this year’s girl’s cricket was also run as an indoor event at the 
leisure centre. Girls Cricket is gaining momentum as a sport in the High Peak with a 
successful club in Hayfield running well attended out of school training and matches. As a 
result the Hayfield cricketers are always very strong and it is great to see a high standard 
of bowling and batting from their girls. Teams from New Mills, St Georges and Hague Bar 
were less experienced but no less enthusiastic. The format of Kwick Cricket allows for 
each child on the team to bat and also have a go at bowling an ‘over’. Despite their lack of 
experience the girls got stuck into the competition and were soon hitting 4’s and 6’s all 
over the sports hall! Hayfield were the worthy overall winners of the event with New Mills 
second, St Georges third and Hague Bar fourth. Hague bar won the team of the week. In 
coming second New Mills have now qualified for the High Peak finals to be held at 
Hayfield Cricket Club in June.  



 
 

 

 

Go Ride Cyclocross 
This is the 3rd year we have attended the High Peak Cyclocross competition held at New 
Mills Pavilion. The event is run by Cycle Derby who provide all the bikes and helmets and 
enable children to have the chance to race a proper cyclocross bike – often for the first 
time. The event included 4 races – a boys race, a girls race, a mixed race and a relay race. 
Competition at this event is always fierce with Hayfield and Burbage always fielding 
strong teams. However, the strongest team for the last 5 years has been Buxworth who 
have been county champion 5 years in a row – an amazing achievement for a small 
school. This year’s event saw the Buxworth team win by a significant margin and it a great 
for the other children to see how strong their team is in both the boys and the girls event. 
Despite most of the children in the NMPS team having never raced cyclocross before we 
did brilliantly coming 3rd overall. Well done to Maddie who came 2nd in the girls race. As 
this was an all year 5 team, we have high hopes for next year! 

 
 



Year 4 Whitehall Trip 
An Outdoor centre trip in March was always going to be a bit of a gamble with the 
weather but thankfully we stuck gold and set out on our day at Whitehall in bright 
sunshine. This was the first time we had taken a year 4 class to Whitehall and it was 
planned to help the children prepare for their residential to Kingswood in Year 5. The staff 
from Whitehall were amazing and gave us a taster of a range of activities including 
canoeing, bouldering, caving, zip wire and low ropes. The canoeing was a particular 
highlight and was something many of the children had never tried before. The day was 
such a success that we hope to extend this trip to year 3 next year (we shall expect snow 
next year!) 
 

 
 

PE Curriculum 
Our revised PE Curriculum is now available on the school website. The curriculum sets out the 
sports and skills which your child will learn in PE throughout the year. The curriculum has 
progression built into it so that your child can build on their skill set year after year. The 
curriculum includes Games split into three areas (Strike and Field, Invasion, Net and Wall), 
Gymnastics, Dance, Swimming, Outdoor and Adventurous, Athletics and Cycling. 
 

 

Upcoming Sports Events 

Event Date and Time Location 

Year 5 and 6 Rounders Wednesday 1st May 1- 3pm New Mills Pavilion 

Lacrosse Wednesday 8th May 1 – 3pm New Mills Cricket Club 

Cheerfest Thursday 9th May 1 – 3pm New Mills Art Theatre 

Year 3 and 4 Rounders Wednesday 15th May New Mills Pavilion 

Tri Golf Tuesday 21st May 1- 3pm Chapel Golf Club 

Year 5 and 6 boys Kwick 
Cricket 

Wednesday 22nd May 10 – 
3pm 

New Mills Cricket Club 



Year 6 Kinder Walk Thursday 6th June Kinder Scout 

Quadkid Athletics Wednesday 12th June 1 – 3pm New Mills Pavilion 

Mapquest Whaley Bridge Thursday 20th June 1 – 3pm Memorial Park Whaley Bridge 

Mini Tennis year 3 and 4 Tuesday 25th June 9.30 – 3.30 Glossop Tennis Club 

Year 3 and 4 Quadkid athletics Wednesday 26th June 1 – 3pm New Mills Pavilion 

Summer Sports Event Wednesday 3rd July 9 – 3pm New Mills Pavilion 

Swimming Gala Wednesday 17th July 1- 3pm New Mills Leisure Centre 

Bikeability Transition Friday 14th June New Mills Primary School  

Sports Day Friday 5th July  New Mills Primary School  

 


